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“Time and Again”
by
Frances Shultz
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FOR DESIGNER MICHAELS.
SMITH, APPROACHING THE
RENOVATION OF AN IMPOSING,
1918 BARONIAL MANSE ON

a sweeping expanse of ocean dunes in Watch
Hill, Rhode Island, might have been as entic-
ing as it was fraught. How to preserve the
house’s dignity and elegance in a raucous
modern world—and still make it livable?

Architect Mott Schmidt understood this
back in the day. A world war had shaken con-
tinents to their core, and building costs had
doubled. Life as even high society knew it had
been profoundly altered, as were their ideas
of home. While creating townhouses for
Vanderbilts and Astors, Schmidt also set
about transforming the idea of the American
country house with designs that were rela-
tively less opulent and more efficient than
their Gilded Age predecessors. Schmidt’s
houses were grand but not grandiose.

Nearly a century later, global change has
created yet another shift in our perception of
what it means to live graciously. In this vein,
Smith is a designer of his time. With clients
including moguls, media stars, and a sitting
U.S. president, Smith excels at low-key, tradi-
tional-with-a-twist interiors that embody both
beauty and appropriateness.

Norman Hall—or Lihme Castle as it is also
called, after its original owners—was built as
a summer residence and remained in family
hands until the mid-1960s, when it was sold
to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery.

“Nuns in the sun,” as they were affectionately
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_;‘_.’-:j"A pooltable sets a fa

~ friet 'tone in the great room.
= o Club chairs in a Rogers &
Goffigon fabric. Reproduction
18th-century mantel, Jamb
Limited. Custom sofa in a Great
Plains fabric. Billiards table,
Blatt Billiards. oPENING PAGES:
The facade of the 1918 Motto-
Schmidt-designed hnug_ey--'
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SMITH’S LOW-KEY, TRADIT
WITH-A-TWIST INTERIORS EMBOD
BEAUTY ANDAPPROPRIAT

known, the Connecticut-based group used the
house for retreats and vacations. By the early
2000s, maintaining the 21 rooms became
daunting for the aging sisters, whose ranks
were dwindling, so they decided to sell.

The new owners are a dynamic young cou-
ple who turned to Smith and New York archi-
tect Oscar Shamamian not only to renovate
but also to reconfigure the house’s many
rooms to accommodate a modern lifestyle.
Fortunately the house is not so huge as to be
unmanageable. “Mott Schmidt did really sen-
sible rooms that work,” Smith says, and there
were many strong design elements already in
place—interior iron gates, carved paneling,
coffered ceilings, tiled floors. The clients
wanted an improved version of what the house




ar, were custom made to

* fit with the original architecture
of the intimate dining room.
Sconces, 20th Century Lighting.
Vintage Tabriz rug. Curtains

in Jasper satin. opposiTe: Table,

Parc Monceau, Chair, Yew Tree

House. Curtains in a Jasper print.
















